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NM SER . OF FAYPT

even those who didn't know Arabic began to nodce that a
great many things had to be refen'ed to al Bikbashi (the lieu-
tenant colonel). 5Vho was al Bikbashi? Was this a mysterious
powe.r behfnd the throne? W as someone other than Nagib the
real strong man of Egypt? Nagib himself answered this ques-
tion with rem arkable frankness to two correspondents within
weeu aftqr the coup.
#qf yoa want to talk to tlze real power in our movement, I

suggest you go to Abbasia Bm acks and see al Bikbashi,''
Nagib said. . . 

.

Nagib's press secretary, Captain Riad sami, took the two
newsmen to Abbasia, a suburb on the edge of Caizo. Inside the
army compound. they found a b1g man snodng on an army
cot. H e was in his underwear, 

.
perspirfng heaiily. hi: unbut-

toned undenhirt revealing a Eairy chest. Captain Sami shook
hx-m roughly.
'ztn mnl, wake upl You have visltorsl''
Gamal Abdel N asser awoke. rubbed his eyes, sat up on the

coty and began his Iirst interdew with the W estern press. Six
hours later, the big m an was still talHng. H ls topic? The Phi-
loxphy of the Egyptian Revolution. .
That intervfew didn't make muclz of an impact on th: press

of the world. Editors had been x) heavily deluged by stories

on Nagib tlut dley sim/ly could not believe 'he wa: not the
O ss of Egypt. It was sdll many montb bdore the world be-
= m e ffNasser com dous.'' W hen Nagib tx k tlle center of the
stage, al Blkbashi alwayl sat a few rows back, still unknown
even to the Egypdan people..
This role beNnd the tcene: waâ highly acceptable to the Ng

F

man from Beni M er. I xm convinced he would have pref= ed
remaining the man behind tàe scenex. He lzas never been at
ea- in the center of the stage, in the glare of theam dlght-' H9s
talents are far better suite  for qufet conspiring than for fx t-

l
light dram atiu. This quality accouna for NA- r% olten being

% - .

reëen'ed to as f'the reluctant dlctator.@'
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